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Wy dear ir, Rice:

Ye have reviewed your restricted article Strategic Intelli-

gence and the rublication of Statistics and find it an adwirable

atatoment of the problews cncountered in weighing the public need
for free access to government-corpiled statisiles against the need
for restricting the circulation of such data in the interest of
the national security, I agree with the principle apparently
underlying your intentlon to publish this article that every
effort must bo made to give the public access to information
bearing on matters of public policy. In fact, this Agency nakes
avallable to publishers, :niversities and private scholars &
great deal of valuable, although unclassified, information relating
to world affairs ﬁbat, without the existence of the agency, would
never find 1us way into the poss-ssion o the public,

In the cese of your article, however, I feel that its publica-
tien in its present [orm and at this time would be prejudicial to
the national security, T an ~xiveely amwcious that the U.S. Coverne
menit do nething to alert potential enemies o the ilmportance of
certain types of econcqdc data., This your article mipht do. ot
only might 11 provoke tishi d sceurity on 1eir4part ut 1
might slao incleate the size, scope, and enphasis of our own intelliw
gence cffort.. Wnile I an sure ‘hat our potentlal enemles assume our
interest in their econvuies, I also believe that the specificity of

your artlels, its f{ranineas about the role of intelligence in 4,8,
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policy formulation, and its obvlious authonticity, would tell them

a great deal about the nature and status of the intelligence effort -,
;25X1

that HSCID #11 charges me to proteet from thelr imowledge.

In addition to my ceneral objection to the publlcatin of the
article, I am afrald that your fair siaiement of the problea has
led you to include matters of an operational nature that had beat
be v&thhelﬁ; For example, 1 believe that it would be unwise to
reveal the status of U.5, negotiations -ith other countries on these
matters; or Lo publiss the critéria for withholding data; or reveal
indireetly the specific itens concerning which informatlion 18 to be
witiheld, 4o a minor matter, we do not normally revesl CIA partici-
pation in inter-deparimental comnlittess.

I mn reluctant to take this stand, since I an well amare of
the harmiul =ffects of the deonial of information to our own public
for an extended period, but I frel that the world sitvaetion leaves
ma 1o alﬁern&tive at this tinme,

Sincerely yours,
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